Cannibal Queen was built by the Stearman Aircraft Co. and classified as a PT17, a 220-horsepower trainer for the Army and Navy. After its service career, it was used as a crop duster before it was restored in 1987.
Today, the plane has been upgraded with a 300-horsepower engine, along with several modifications to its body and wheels. But it is largely the same as it was when it trolled off the Kansas assembly line.
With Lonergan at the controls, he taxis the plane onto the runway and calls the tower for permission to take off.
The plane lifts off, banks to the east, and heads out over the river, cruising at about 90 knots. Lonergan know the plane inside and out.
"The airplane really talks to you," said Lonergan, of Doylestown, Pa. "it lets you know when it's happy."
The Ben Franklin Bridge gets closer, and Lonergan heads over Camden City Hall, banking west over the battleship.
"You're out there .. the wind is in your face," he said. "And the view is spectacular. Some days, you can see both Philadelphia and New York."
There are other chances to fly in vintage aircraft in the area this summer. Through July 31, Ott Clermont. Of Florida, is giving rides out of Flying W Airport in Medford aboard an AT-6 Navy trainer, which would-be WWII pilots flew after the Stearman biplane. The plane was also used to practice carrier landing.
"Every WWII pilot would have flown in this trainer," said Clermont. "This was the last one you flew in with an instructor before going off to war."
Prices range from $175 for a 15-minute sprint to $525 for an hour-long experience with aerobatics.
Like the Stearman, the trainer features dual controls. About 17,000 of these planes were built in the 1930s and 1940s, with about 350 still flying.
If vintage aircraft are not a draw, there are services offering trips with modern power.
Moses Mosima, of Philadelphia Flight Charter, flies people to dinner in New York City on a private jet or helicopter. He also does trips for anniversaries and engagements and flies sightseeing trips over Philadelphia and New York City.
Prices range from $200 to $4,500, depending on the package. "We have rides," said Mosima, of Willow Grove, Pa. "But we also have dinner. It's entertainment to get people away from the norm.
